to get a lackey's place again, if I did not come across Russians
in want of a tutor. Absorbed in these thoughts, I went my daily
walk, across the park and the forest in the adjoining principality.
Sometimes I used to walk like this for four hours at a time,
and go back to Homburg hungry and tired. I had scarcely gone
out of the gardens in the park, when suddenly I saw on one of
the seats Mr. Astley. He saw me before I saw him, and called
to me. I sat down beside him. Detecting in him a certain
dignity of manner, I instantly moderated my delight; though I
was awfully delighted to see him.
"And so you are here! I thought I should meet you," he
said to me. "Don't trouble yourself to tell me your story; I
know, I know all about it; I know every detail of your life during
this last year and eight months."
"Bah! What a watch you keep on your old friends!" I
answered. "It is very creditable in you not to forget. . . . Stay,
though, you have given me an idea. Wasn't it you bought me
out of prison at Roulettenburg where I was imprisoned for debt
for two hundred gulden? Some unknown person paid it for
me."
"No, oh no; it was not I who bought you out when you were
in prison at Roulettenburg for a debt of two hundred gulden.
But I knew that you were imprisoned for a debt of two hundred
gulden."
"Then you know who did pay my debt?"
"Oh, no, I can't say that I know who bought you put."
"Strange; I don't know any of our Russians; besides, the
Russians here, I imagine, would not do it; at home in Russia the
orthodox may buy out other orthodox Christians. I thought it
must have been some eccentric Englishman who did it as a
freak."
Mr. Astley listened to me with some surprise. I believe he
had expected to find me dejected and crushed.
"I am very glad, however, to find that you have quite main-
tamed your independence of spirit and even your cheerfulness,"
he pronounced, with a rather disagreeable air.
"That is, you are chafing inwardly with vexation at my not
being crushed and humiliated," I said, laughing.
He did not at once understand, but when he understood, he
smiled.
*'I like your observations: I recognise in those words my
clever, enthusiastic and, at the same time, cynical old friend;
Russians can combine in themselves so many opposites at